British Dragonfly Society
Sussex Group
Spring Newsletter 2010
No 24

What Happens to Dragonflies When it Snows?
With many of us having spent a large part of this winter wrapped up in our woolly hats and socks,
and nursing cups of hot tea, dragonflies probably haven’t been the first thing on people’s minds.
However, somewhere deep in our frozen ponds and rivers, dragonfly larvae will have been trying to
cling on to life ready for their emergence in spring.
After a long period of
‘mild’ winters with very
little snow and jack frost,
this year has been surprisingly cold, and for an unusually prolonged period
of time. So this year will be
the year to find out just
how our wondrous winged
friends are affected by the
cold. Has it helped to kill
off dragonfly pests and
predators, and the algaes
which can form impenetrable blankets on our wetlands? Or has the cold itself killed the larvae and
delayed the emergence
and mating of adults? Send
us your earliest dragonfly
records and we will hopefully be able to report back Post emergence larval cases of Red-veined Darter — S fonscolombii ©
S Smith
to you in the autumn.
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What Happens When Dragons
Freeze?
Dragonflies are generally considered to be tropical and heat loving insects, but if this is the case, then
what are they doing inhabiting the frigid Upper Midwest USA, let alone the Arctic Circle? The answer to this question has probably not been fully explored, but we do know that they are more tolerant of the cold than we give them credit for.
We know that
the adults do
not hibernate
here in the
UK, and that
they spend
their entire
sub-adult life
underwater. So what
happens to
dragonfly larvae in the winter when they
are trapped
under ice and
they cannot
escape to
open water?

Image © Elli Saunders

It has been shown that species which over-winter over more than one year can survive the cold in a
number of different larval stages. All but the earliest larval stages seem to be fairly freezetolerant. Scientists have frozen dragonfly larvae in blocks of ice, only to have them survive and reinvigorate once they are thawed. However, the colder and thicker the ice, the lower the survival
rate is likely to be.
Eggs laid in spring and early summer tend to develop, hatch and grow into larvae which are mature
enough to survive the winter. Because the earliest larval stages cannot survive extreme cold, eggs
laid in mid to late summer may only partially develop, waiting until the spring to hatch. These are
called diapause eggs. The eggs simply stop developing until the winter season has passed. During
the reproductive season, the likelihood that an egg will be a diapause egg increases as the season
progresses according to several factors: decreasing air or water temperatures, decreasing photoperiod or the increasing age of the mother. There is likely a combination of these factors at work.
Migration is another tactic used by some species to avoid the cold, and it’s quite possible that some
of our dragonflies find their way across the sea to Europe in search of warmth. There they may
breed and then return once more to the UK once things have warmed up a bit! But despite their
delicate appearance, it is obvious that dragonflies are much hardier than we give them credit for. After all, haven’t they already survived a number of partial and complete glaciations, only to re-emerge
and reclaim the wetlands once the permafrosts retreated? It is poignant indeed that they can survive
such things, and yet the impact of humans on their populations can be so devastating.
With thanks to Minnesota Odonata Survey Project - www.mndragonfly.org/journal.html
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Oriental Dragons
Sea Dragons, Brave Dragons &
Undiscovered Treasures
I guess that few people are lucky enough to afford the luxury of a holiday to South-East Asia, and I am
grateful that I am one of the few. I’m not one for heading to tourist honeypot resorts or frying my
pale English skin on a beach however. Rather I prefer board a plane with a rucksack, a copy of the
Lonely Planet and a rough idea of where I’d like the wind to take me, and see what adventures ensue!
My travels this year took me across the seas to Cambodia, - a place with a ravaged history but one
which a number of friends had recommended to me as being one of the rare places in the world
where the people are friendly, the food is good, and the country still relatively unspoilt. Their recommendations were truly well placed. Despite its recent and horrific history in which around one third
of the population were slaughtered, and the residual population was left with a country in tatters, I
found that if you are willing to step off the tourist trail, Cambodia is a place of many wonders. The
people seem happy to put the past behind them and move on to the future with a welcoming smile,
and the country yields some entrancing sights such as the magnificent Angkor Wat temples (below).

Now I can’t claim that my dragonfly identification
skills are brilliant at the best of times, but I do know
a good dragonfly when I see one! When surrounded
by such breath-taking sights of both the natural and
the man-made world, it was hard not to turn my trip
into a little bit of a busman’s holiday. So I did my best
to take some photos of some of the natural wonders
that the dragonfly world of Cambodia had to offer
and present them to you in the article below. I only
wish I could have taken my camera under the roaring
torrent of this waterfall (see right and over page)
where we found one incredibly brave dragonfly larvae clinging optimistically to a rock. Suddenly it didn't
surprise me that these incredible insects have survived for so many hundreds of thousands of years.
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Continued …….
Koh Por Waterfall, Kroh Kong Province (below)

I made a brief foray into the world wide web to try and
find a site where I could identify the species that I have
photographed for you, and found (not too surprisingly)
that Cambodia, like many other less developed countries,
is still a treasure trove of relatively unknown and unmapped natural delights. The only resources I could find
were the following websites which are far from comprehensive. It makes me wonder just how little we know
about so much of our wildlife in the world.
www.asia-dragonfly.net
& www.lrdg.org.uk/articles/s-e-asiea-2002.php .

This flightly little chap (right) didn't like to stay still,
hence the blurriness of the photo but his wing & eye
colours are so magnificent I had to show the picture.
Another magnificent red dragonfly
(left and below) found near the
Koh Por waterfall on the northern
coast, allowed me so close that
you can make out the detail of the
insides of his abdomen in the sun

Cambodia boasts one of the biggest lakes in
the world, the Tonle Sap, along with thousands of hectares of flooded rice paddy, the
majestic Mekong river, a number of unspoilt
islands, some of the most continuous, unbroken jungle connected to the coast and the biggest mangrove in South East Asia. With such extensive wetlands it’s no surprise how many dragonflies
we saw. What was a surprise to me was how many we saw on the coast and on islands far distant
from it.
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Continued …….
The dragonflies of Cambodia seem content to while away
the hours on deserted beaches. Perhaps it’s a little less
blustery than in the UK!
This brilliant orange tinted dragonfly casts his shadow in
the sand from his perch on the twigs of seashore driftwood
tree at Otres beach, Sihuanoukville.

Perhaps it’s no coincidence that the
coastal dragonflies seemed to perch
much more than the inland ones, making them much easier to photograph!

Like many insects from tropical climes,
the dragonflies of Cambodia seem to be
just that little bit bolder and more
brightly coloured than their Western
counterparts.
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Continued …….
Perching on coastal rock outcrops, these dragonflies seemed to be making the most of the last
warmth from the rays of the setting sun.

The dragonfly (below left) looks similar to some of our Sussex Hawkers

In the eyes of a predator
The fake eyes at the back of the head of this dragonfly (above right) stare right back
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Continued …….

This chap let me get so close you could almost
touch him. Some Cambodian dragonflies are not so
dissimilar from our own in colours. He seemed to
be enjoying a perch on a beachside twig. Where
mangrove and forest meet the sea — unperturbed
by his spectators.

Through the eyes of a dragonfly.
I wonder what they see staring
back at them through the lens of
a camera?
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Continued …….

Further up into the Western Highlands are the Cardamom mountains. The mountains are still fairly
remote and inaccessible, despite being used by many as a refuge to flee the ravages of the many conflicts the country has suffered. It is a 2.5 hour chug of a boat trip upriver to a small town called Chi
Phat. Here a small eco-tourism project is struggling to break through local poverty by showing local
people how they can make a living by taking care of their local wildlife. It is sad to see that at the moment they are surrounded by a quagmire of litter made up of plastic and packaging that they have no
place to put (Cambodians must pay to dispose of rubbish). Despite some of the local problems however, wildlife still seems to be thriving in some locations. We couldn't help but notice the bright cerise
veins and body of this elaborate montane dragonfly, perched just below a waterfall (above).
I’m not sure who needed the rest more - the dragonfly perched (above) over the clear flowing water, or me in the afternoon sun! What I do know is that I feel blessed to have been able to see such a
treasure trove of people
and natural wonders.
F Southgate
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Dragonfly Ponds
by Sam Smith
For those of you who don’t want to venture quite as far East as Cambodia, you may wish to try visiting somewhere a little closer to home. Rye Harbour on the border with Kent is a stunning local nature reserve, teeming with rare and unusual wildlife and birds.

I work as the warden at Rye Harbour Nature Reserve, one of the more extensive wetland systems in
East Sussex. In August 2006, three small ponds were dug at Castle Water at the Nature Reserve as
part of the wetland creation project; we had newts in mind, but the ponds are excellent for dragonflies. During the spring and summer this year the three ponds were sampled for larvae and checked
regularly for dragonfly exuviae. The exuvia is a replica of the final stage of development of the larvae
and is left at the emergence spot after the dragonfly has emerged and taken its maiden flight. The collection and identification of these exuviae can prove which species are breeding (as not all species are
found when sampling for larvae) and how big the emerging population is from a particular site.
The three ponds are close together, but all have different characteristics: size, shape, depth
(water temperature) and different degrees of early plant colonisation. The reason for the survey was
to show the different species of dragonfly that had successfully emerged during summer 2009. In midSeptember the pond was sampled for larvae to see
which species were still present, as the peak emergence
time for most species had passed. Many Emperor larvae were found at various stages of development, but
the highlight was finding three fully grown (final instar)
Red-veined Darter larvae.
All three ponds produced some exuviae but most were
found on one pond, nine species during spring and early
summer were confirmed as breeding. For example from
the pond pictured on the next page, exuviae of 106 Emperor, 37 Black-tailed Skimmer (pictured left), 21
Broad-bodied Chaser and 344 Common/Ruddy Darter
have been collected from the margins. Not bad if you
consider that dragonfly larvae are ferocious predators
and inter species predation must be high.
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Continued . . . . . .

The Red-veined Darter is a highly migratory species resident in the Mediterranean countries of
Europe and arriving in Britain almost annually as a migrant. The species is capable of producing
two generations a year because the larvae develop in three months compared to the year typical
of other darter species in Britain. So migrants arriving here in early summer can produce an
emerging population in late summer.

Evidence of breeding has been confirmed on the reserve on two previous occasions (2007 and
2008), and on the second occasion a larva had successfully overwintered. The British winters are
one reason why resident populations have seldom been sustained. After the discovery this year,
the pond was checked on a daily basis to establish how big the emerging population was. Several
exuviae (shed larval skins) were found, plus one emerging adult. It is possible that larvae are still
present in the pond attempting to overwinter, and that these larvae will emerge this spring. We
will keep you posted as to whether this species manages to establish a permanent population on
the reserve, and if so, it will be one of the first confirmed overwintering breeding populations in
the area.
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Hidden National Treasures?
This is my first year as Regional Nature Conservation Adviser for the National Trust. Prior to this
role I was a Property Manager for the "West Weald" overseeing the management of heathland in a
part of Surrey and West Sussex and including Black Down, about which John Luck has written so
elegantly and enthusiastically in recent newsletters. In this role, people expect me to have expertise
in a wide variety of ecological spheres (just as they expect National Trust building advisers to be able
to re-wire a house AND fix the gas, while re-thatching the roof etc). Whilst I have experience of
habitat management, especially heathland, I am certainly not an expert on dragonflies - as anyone
who witnessed my single figure score in the Christmas quiz will have noted. And THIS is where Sussex Dragonfly Society members can come in handy !....
I am trying to improve links between National Trust
properties and local dragonfly enthusiasts in order to
increase our knowledge of what we have and how
we should be managing the sites, and to enable local
volunteers to get out and enjoy the dragonfly interest on our sites. John Luck's visits to Black Down
over the last two years have yielded Black Darter
and Small Red Damselfly and I am sure there are
many other unknown treasures on our sites. We
know, for example, that Small Red-eyed Damselfly is
present in the Cuckmere Valley and heathland restoration work has also improved conditions
for Odonata at Woolbeding and Lavington Commons, while there are records of Downy Emerald at
Nymans.
Golden-ringed Dragonfly at the National Trust

National Trust Sheffield Park Property

One of the great benefits of working for the
National Trust is that you get to so many
varied and interesting places from mansions,
to formal gardens, parkland, rivers, downs
and heaths. In Sussex our properties include
Alfriston, Batemans, Bodiam Castle, Standen,
Sheffield Park, Nymans, Petworth and Uppark. There are large tracts of open countryside on the South Downs from Birling Gap
and the Cuckmere Valley to Devil's Dyke,
Sullington, Slindon, Woolbeding, Marley
Common and Black Down. Much of this may
not have been fully surveyed for dragonflies
and on many sites there is probably a lot
more that we can do to improve habitat
management. The Trust would welcome any help that members can provide and I am sure that we
can host future dragonfly events on some of our properties.
If you would like to help out at your local National Trust property please feel free to contact me
crispin.scott@nationaltrust.org.uk. Those who contribute 50 hours of volunteering per year are entitled to a Volunteer Card giving free admission to National Trust properties and discounts in our
shops and restaurants. Just think of it!, all those fantastic dragonfly sites.... and cream teas too. What
could be better !
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Meeting People
You never know who you are going to meet
when you do voluntary conservation work.
Since retirement I have worked one day a
week at Old Lodge Nature Reserve on Ashdown Forest, managed by Sussex Wildlife
Trust. One day we were visited by the Earl
Castle Stewart. We were waiting for a
group of corporate volunteers, and thought
he was one of them. To our surprise he
said, “Oh no, I own the place.”

Old Lodge SWT Reserve © Tony Buckwell

One border of Old Lodge is shared with
Pippingford Park, half of which is owned by
the Ministry of Defence. Alan Gillham, the
voluntary manager of Old Lodge, has a good
working relationship with Major (retired)
Stephen Thorpe, Commandant of Crowborough Training Camp, who is also in charge
of Pippingford, and we work together on
conservation work on the land there. It just
happens that one day we were digging up
rhododendron bushes there with Lt.Col.Guy Bettesworth, the Commander of
the Cinque Ports Training Area!

Alan has also arranged that we can go on the Pippingford Park estate to monitor the dragonflies on
the many lakes and ponds there. Once, while I was standing alone at one of the ponds, who should
appear but John Luck, the County Dragonfly Recorder? He was there to check up on a recording of a
Common Hawker at that particular spot. As it happened, I was the one who had entered it. There is
very little difference between a Common Hawker and a Migrant Hawker. I watched this one on several occasions at the same pond. It behaved like a Common Hawker, skimming amongst the rushes
and settling. I tried many times to net it, but failed. Migrant Hawkers tend to fly higher, and are often
in groups of two or more. So, I cannot be certain what this was. Sorry, John!
On the combined sites of Old Lodge and Pippingford, we record probably the largest number of dragonflies in Sussex; 25 out of the total of 40 British species. We get all kinds of experts coming to Old
Lodge, and once I met David Mitchell, one of the best Slime Mould specialists in the country. These
are a strange kind of protoplasm, hardly noticeable to most of us, but he can spot them easily. We
have recorded 24 at Old Lodge. Every year the knowledgeable mycologist Ray Tantram visits to record the fungi. The group finds about 80 species each year, and we’ve recorded a total of 245 different species of fungi at Old Lodge. And most exciting of all, we found a species that is believed to be
the rarest in Europe; Nail Fungus. It grows only on the dung of ponies feeding on mixed natural vegetation, and it’s even relatively easy to spot.
In October 2008 we were visited by a BBC filming crew. They wanted to make a short film as part of
“The Nature of Britain” series to be shown on BBC South East this autumn. There was I, digging
huge clumps of rushes out of the muddy pond helped by Kaddy Lee-Preston, star of the show. They
also managed to film a marvellous appearance of the 17 Exmoor ponies we have during the summer
for grazing the purple moor grass and other nuisance plants, an essential part of conservation on
heathlands.
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Continued . . . . . .
And to cap it all, the next week I shook hands with the Under Secretary of State for defence, Derek
Twigg, MP. This was because Alan had been awarded a certificate by the MOD for his work in coordinating the combined conservation work with the army at Pippingford. The MOD puts huge
amounts of money and expertise into conserving nature on their many estates, and make annual
awards to groups and individuals who contribute the most. We went up to the main MOD building
in Whitehall, were guided down to the Henry VIII Wine Cellar, and joined about sixty others for the
presentation occasion. It really was built by Henry VIII, it survived the palace fire of the 1690s, and is
amazingly still there. Though I should qualify that statement. It’s actually 19 feet deeper in the earth
and 9 feet to one side. So concerned were the authorities for preservation of our architectural heritage in the 1930s, that they dismantled the wine cellar brick by brick, dug the hole deeper, and then
rebuilt it before constructing the MOD building above it.

For several years I recorded dragonflies in a 2 kilometre square between Forest Row and Hartfield.
Most of the ponds were derelict and overgrown, but some have been renewed. The manager of one
farm there directed me to a large pond that he had dug out. I immediately saw about 50 blue damselflies. I had seen thousands of Azures, but never a Common Blue, (although Alan had seen a few at
one pond atop one of the hills at Pippingford). I netted four of these blues – they all had the distinctive mark, like a small tree, of the Common Blue. These lovely damselflies obviously seemed to like
big open spaces.
Now, I’m looking forward to more adventures in my life as a voluntary conservation worker and
dragonfly recorder in this beautiful forest on the Weald.
John Marking
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Flying Photography
By Ben Rainbow
I am by no means a professional photographer but I am keen to capture the beauty of dragonflies on
film and I have worked hard to hone my photography techniques over the years. Below is just a small
selection of some of the photos I have taken whilst out and about. All the photos in this article are
taken in West Sussex (with the exception of the Black Darters) and were often spotted on site visits
or near footpaths around the County, so it just goes to show what you can find if you look.

Tips for taking close up photographs
with an autofocus digital camera
(I use a compact camera: Canon
IXUS 800 IS)
• Try and position the camera close to
the Dragonfly without disturbing it. Dragonflies have compound eyes which are very
sensitive to movement. To get close you
need to move very slowly and steadily - try
to avoid casting a shadow on the Dragonfly!

Female Emerald Damselfly (left) and Male
Ruddy Darter dragonfly (below) © B Rainbow

•

If you have it, use the close focus
(macro) function on the camera. This is
usually represented by a flower icon.

•

If you want a really crisp picture try not
to use a digital zoom function as this reduces the photos quality (especially if you
want to crop the photo at a later
date). Optical zoom can be used but this
often increases the minimum camera focus distance - this is useful however if
you want photos for identification purposes.
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Continued . . . . . .
As insects cannot produce
their own heat,
approaching a
dragonfly can be
easier if the
weather is not
warm and they
are more sedate. Some of
the best photos
can be taken just
after the sun has
emerged from a
cloud when the
dragonfly is still
cool but the
photography
conditions are
more favourable.

Juvenile male Scarce Chaser at rest © B Rainbow

Dragonflies often have favourite perches on twigs or
bank-side vegetation where
they rest or perch to eat
larger prey. If you sit very
still next to such a perch you
may be lucky enough for it
to return (caution: you may
become the perch!)
Perching White-legged Damselfly © B Rainbow

Some dragonflies are particularly
difficult to photograph as they
rarely settle or only settle on water plants. Photographing species
such as the Brilliant Emerald Dragonfly or Red-eyed Damselfly are
therefore a real challenge. But
don’t give up! Some of my most
rewarding dragonfly experiences
have come from some of the most
challenging photo opportunities.
Let’s hope you enjoy these pictures as much as I do.
Ben Rainbow
Black Darter in a moment of rest © B Rainbow
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We are the Champions

How would you like to be a Champion for a year? . . . . . .
Well, you’re in luck, the Sussex Dragonfly Society can help! We have recently launched our Species
Champion campaign for Sussex Dragonflies and we welcome any new champions for Sussex dragonfly species.
It’s not an onerous job, but it requires a little dedication and some commitment to spending time
around your favourite dragonfly species, in whatever way you are best able to help. This might involve surveying for them in different parts of the County, research, gathering information about the
areas where you find them (what plants are there, what is the water quality like, are there any other
species of interest there), reviewing old records, encouraging others to assist and updating the SDS
Committee at end of year or as and when appropriate.
If you’re interested in becoming a species champion then let any of the SDS Committee know and
we will work with you and provide you with guidance and other information. At the moment its like
a box of uneaten chocolates — you can champion any one of our 26 remaining ’unchampioned’
dragonflies.
Our existing Champs include:Dave Chelmick — Brilliant Emerald Champion
John Luck — Scarce Chaser Champion and
Dave Sadler — Club-tailed dragonfly Champion
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Fly fishing
By J.R. Hartley
Fran Southgate
Now, I’m not going to try and pretend to you in any way that I am an expert in fly fishing; or to be
honest, a fly fisherman at all. I once tried my hand at sea fishing but I lost so many lures that I was subsequently banned by my fishing partner! As the Sussex Wetlands Officer however, I do appreciate the
immense nature observation value of hundreds of people sitting quietly by rivers waiting for a fish to
bite. In my hectic daily schedule as Wetlands Officer, very rare is the opportunity that I get to just sit
quietly in the countryside and observe the tranquillity and the wildlife passing by. Yet it is during these
quiet moments of reflection by a river that suddenly as a human you become less of a threat to local
wildlife, and it begins to reveal itself to you.

© www.fly-fishing-boxes.co.uk

Such nature watching moments are like gold dust and can often reveal valuable surprises about local
wildlife, purely because no one has ever taken the time to just sit and observe what is going on in that
spot before. There is also a benefit in numbers. There is only one of me for the whole of Sussex and I
know that there will never be enough of me to go round the whole of the County in all the locations
I’d like to survey at the same time! So to have an army of fishermen ready and waiting by our rivers is
a blessing indeed!
So what do a Wetlands Officer and a fly fisherman have in common? Well, hopefully a love of the
tranquillity of the riverbank, but also a fascination with damselflies. If you are a trout fisherman in particular, you are probably aware that as damselfly nymphs approach maturity and move towards shallower margins to emerge, trout start to feast on these delicate morsels. The more cannae of fishermen take note of these natural cycles and employ mimics of the damselfly nymph to try and lure the
trout to their line.
Pictures with thanks to
www.damselflyfishing.co.uk
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Continued . . . . . .
According to some of my more talented fishing acquaintances, damselfly nymph flies
work particularly well on clear water where
(fish) takes come ‘on the drop’ or during
slow but jerky retrieves. Although trout can
frequently be seen leaping out of the water
in an attempt to interrupt mating damselflies
by turning them into a quick snack!, it is apparently the nymphs which work well as
Olive glass eyed damselfly nymph © English Fly Fishing Shop
lures.
Trout in lakes can sometimes be seen leaping at paired dragonflies as the female repeatedly dips her
abdomen into the water to lay eggs close against the bank. Occasionally as it darts across a lake, skimming the surface in search of hatching insects, a dragonfly will suffer a direct hit from a well-aimed
missile attack in the form of an acrobatic brown trout. From both the anglers’ and the conservationists’ point of view however, the main interest in these insects is their spectacular aerobatical displays
and their incredible wing work (being able to fly backwards and sideways is an enviable talent!)

Above — Detail of commonly used dragonfly ‘nymph’ lures

There is also mutual interest in the fact that, as well as being a crucial food source for some fish, the
presence of dragonflies and damselflies often signifies a clean and unpolluted fishing water. For those
who want to eat the fish they catch, it’s a re-assurance to know that the dragonfly on the pond tells
us that the fish on the line is probably quite pollution-free. For the fisherman on the bank, it should be
reassuring to know that the work that goes on to protect and enhance our populations of dragonflies
both directly and indirectly benefits his catch of fish by providing both fish refuge and nursery habitat
as well as fish food!
So if you fancy giving these wondrous winged insects a bit of a
helping hand, then why not join our mailing list or our website
© TheFlyFactory.co.uk
and keep us up to date with any dragonflies or damselflies that
you see whilst you are out and about by the water. It’s difficult
to keep track of such fast flying and intricate creatures but the
more records we have, the more we can develop a clear picture
of how their populations are
changing for the better or for
Para-Damsel © D Howard
the worse, over time. And in
the mean time, we hope that
you enjoy many more magical
moments of watching these
stunning wetland insects in
Lures created to mimic
action!
our Common Blue and
Azure Damselflies
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Great News! Survey Team
confirm Scarce Chaser still
present on Ouse
You may remember reading about the mysterious disappearance of the Scarce Chaser on the River
Ouse last year. Or expressed another way: its failed reappearance. Having confirmed that this Nationally Scarce species was breeding on its 4th Sussex river in 2008, to lose it the following year was, to
say the least, something of a setback. Two theories have been put forward: Given its 2 year life cycle,
would we have to wait until 2010 for its next emergence? Or had the larvae been washed down the
nearby weir?:

Arrangements were thus made to search for Scarce Chaser larvae, in early Spring. Saturday, March
27th was the chosen date, when a hand-picked team assembled at Barcombe Mills for an impassioned
briefing by David Chelmick:
Mindful of our watchword
“Failure is not an option”, the
team gathered around to discuss the most effective
method of surveying.
Sam favoured a new approach. Why not smoke
them out? So he produced his
pipe, filled up from his trusty
tobacco pouch and lit up. To
be honest, the chances of this
strategy succeeding were
slim. If you consider that the
larvae are immersed in water,
using fire simply wasn’t a viable option. So, we went
back to tried and trusted
methods of netting.
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Continued …….
The team duly searched along the length of Andrew’s Cut, one of the main emergence sites in
2008. Several damselflies and demoiselles were netted before Mark finally exclaimed “I’ve got a
dragonfly”:
Everyone gathered around
expectantly as the larva was
carefully placed in one of the
receptacles. It was soon confirmed as a Scarce Chaser.
Fantastic! A second one was
found, again by Mark. Both
were covered in muddy leaf
litter, bearing testimony to
their home being in decomposed vegetation in the roots
of aquatic plants:

I was able to persuade one of the larvae on to my finger to photograph the key identification features of the pronounced dorsal spines including the prominent one on Segment 9 coupled with slim
abdomen, separating it from Brilliant Emerald:
As can be seen, the wing pads have already
reached Segment 6 with adult eyes developing, which suggests that this little chap is
either in its final larval instar or close to it
and will be emerging in a couple of month’s
time.
So perhaps the 2 year theory is correct.
Although it does seem remarkable that all
the Scarce Chaser eggs, that we assume
were laid in 2006, would take the same period of time to hatch. What it does appear
to suggest is that the population on the
Ouse is the result of a recent colonisation.
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Continued …….
The only sightings ever in this area prior to 2008 were in 2006 on June 25th (2+) with a single male
on July 8th and importantly a single female on July 28th. Just one sighting of a single male in 2007 (June
12th) was a couple of miles upstream beside Sutton Hall weir, so unlikely to have had any impact on
the colony at Andrew’s Cut.
So, I am delighted to report that our larval survey was a huge success and the team gathered for a
celebratory photograph:

John Luck, 29th March 2010

Scarce Chaser Juvenile © B Rainbow
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Our Mastermind Members’
Evening!
Despite the horrible weather, 16 brave dragonfly enthusiasts turned out for the Sussex Group Member's Evening on 2nd December held at Woods Mill. A few members bought along their photos
which we tried to identify on the big projector screen. Some pictures even baffled the experts! However it was good to go through the pictures and work through the process of how you go about
identifying a dragonfly or damselfly, including looking for any clues such as habitat type or plants in
the picture.
We were treated to lots of beautiful pictures including the rarely photographed Club-tailed Dragonfly
whilst we enjoyed some mulled wine and mince pies.
We then had a go at the dragonfly quiz, with Dave
Chelmick as quiz master, and were bombarded with
many weird and wonderful shots of dragonflies and
damselflies in awkward positions and angles to really
test our knowledge! Now, I thought I was just getting
to grips with this species group but I was soon to find
out that I've still got a lot left to learn! There were a
few non-Sussex species thrown in just to confuse us
too. I'm sad to say that I only got half of the answers
right, but Dave Sadler was the 'Emperor', and walked
away with a lovely bottle of red wine.

Can you guess the species? © B Rainbow
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Welcome to the Shiny New
SDS Website
We are pleased to announce the launch of the new Sussex Dragonfly Society website at

www.webjam.com/bdssx

It is a fantastic resource for everyone and has a whole range of informative and useful pages for all.
Whether you want to post your photos and sightings for us to identify, send in your records on Odonata recorder or download past newsletters it’s all there at the click of a button. As usual there is a
stunning photo library for your perusal as well. If you have any ideas of what you would like to see on
this website in the future, or if you have any photos that you would like to go in to the picture gallery,
then our friendly webmaster would love to hear from you: mailto:victoriahume@hotmail.co.uk
We hope you enjoy the website and find it useful.

Juvenile Scarce Chaser © B Rainbow
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National News
New British Wildlife Photography Awards
Roll up all you amateur photographers out there. After a successful first year and widely acclaimed
photographic exhibition celebrating British wildlife, the BWPA announce the launch of their second
competition, open for entries from the 21st January. You could win a prestigious award of up to
£20,000 worth of prizes and exposure in a nationwide touring exhibition and accompanying book.
Established to celebrate and recognise the talents of photographers of
all nationalities practicing in the UK, while at the same time highlight
the great wealth and diversity of British natural history, BWPA are
looking to build on recent successes and are introducing several new
categories. This includes a special award for conservation photography and a category dedicated to British biodiversity and native species
under threat, to reflect the fact that 2010 has been declared International Year of Biodiversity, by the United Nations.
The damselfly photo on the right won the award last year. Why not
try entering this prestigious competition? The closing date is 4th June
2010 and entrants can submit entries on-line or via post. For more
detailed information about the competition, please visit the
competition website: www.bwpawards.org.
Sponsored by Natural England.

New British Dragonfly Centre is open
On Sunday July 26th, 2009, TV presenter and naturalist Chris Packham
opened the new Dragonfly Centre at the National Trust nature reserve at Wicken Fen in Cambridgeshire. There were excellent speeches
at the official opening, reminding us of the importance of conserving
dragonflies and how much can be achieved by working in partnership.
Chris then lead a walk round the reserve, which culminated in a visit
from a Brown Hawker to wow the crowds!
The Dragonfly Centre aims to show
people that dragonflies are fascinating,
beautiful and in trouble, and that everyone can help. Inside, there are displays
and interpretation material with information about dragonflies and
the BDS. Outside, the cottage is surrounded by a garden which has
two ponds created especially to BDS designs, to show visitors how
they can help dragonflies in their own gardens. The centre will open
as often as possible throughout the summer, and perhaps by appointment at other times. Admission
is free.
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National News Continued …..

BDS Strategy - We need your help
The British Dragonfly Society (BDS) has started drafting a 5-year strategy document. This will help
membership, supporters and funders to have a clearer idea about what the Society has already
achieved, its overall aims and its plans for the future. BDS are asking for input into this strategy
document, so please give them your views on the following questions.
1. What do you feel is currently good about the BDS and what needs improvement?
2. What sort of Society do you think the BDS is now and what sort of Society would you like to
see in five years’ time? For example, more scientific, high profile, conservation focused, education
focused or other (please describe).
3. Are there any new initiatives that the BDS should be pursuing? What do other similar societies
do, which we could match?
4. Many people interested in dragonflies are not BDS members, so how can we attract more members?
Please email your answers to Steve Prentice, the BDS DiF Officer, at
stephen.prentice@naturalengland.org.uk or post them to him c/o Natural England (West Midlands),
Parkside Court, Hall Park Way, Telford, TF3 4LR
Initial responses requested by 5th February 2010 but BDS is keen to hear your views.

Welcome to the 6th issue of BDS Update
DRN Recorders’ Day 2010 and 2011
This year the mix of attendees from north, south, east and west was fairly even and lots of very useful business was covered in a very short time. Next year we will be returning to the Wolesey Centre
near Stafford on Saturday 12th March, so please put the date in your diary. In 2011, in addition to the
usual update on the atlas and progress report on various recording initiatives, we are hoping to add a
guest speaker, perhaps from Staffs Wildlife Trust.

DRN Day Highlights
Over 30,000 new species records have been added to the DRN database in the last 6 months, bringing the total added since the start of the atlas project to over 54,000. Atlas coverage of 10km
squares currently stands at 65% in Wales, 49% in England and 18% in Scotland, giving an overall coverage of 39. A map showing 10km coverage will be available on the BDS website soon.

DRN Online Recording
Steve Prentice gave a demo of the new online recording system, which has two levels of data entry.
The Single Entry level is aimed at capturing casual records of single species that might otherwise get
missed, whilst the Multiple Entry alternative is for more experienced recorders who are perhaps recording out of their usual area. Since the system is linked to Google maps, you can find a site or grid
ref from an on-screen map or check a grid ref in the same way.

Sussex Dragonfly Society Newsletter

National News Continued …..
Atlas Project
2010 sees the third year of recording for the atlas. It is important to target currently underrecorded areas throughout the UK. We already have records from 39% of 10km squares and we
know other areas are in the pipeline. If the atlas is to be published on schedule in 2013, then a few
things need to start happening now. With an estimated 400 pages of A4 to fill, we need to begin
writing species and habitat accounts. Main authors for a few species and habitats have already been
identified, but we need more people willing to step forward as contributors. Steve Cham will be
making the species template and atlas page allocation available following this BDS Update.

Recording and Darter
The Darter newsletter is to become a glossy magazine which should drop though your letterbox,
soon after Easter. In addition to hard copy, we are turning the new-look Darter into a pdf that can
then be passed on by you to any recorders in your county who aren’t BDS members and who
won’t therefore receive a paper copy automatically. The pdf is likely to be over 2mb, so it might be
best to contact your recorders with the offer first, rather than just sending it out!

Quantifying what we do
They say time is money and on this occasion it really is. Your time can be used as match funding by
the BDS. We are asking all VCRs and other volunteers to keep a note of how much time they or
their helpers spend on dragonfly recording, data entry and other voluntary activities such as running
events, leading walks or manning the Dragonfly Centre at Wicken Fen. Dragonfly recording is considered a skilled task because you need to know where to look and what you’re looking at. This can
be converted to the equivalent of £100 per 8 hour day in match funding when we make grant applications. We also need to know how many volunteers we have.

Male Southern hawker © B Rainbow

Sussex Dragonfly Society Newsletter

National News Continued …..
OPAL (Open Air Laboratories) grants
OPAL are offering small grants of £1,000 to £4,000 to recording schemes and societies to help with
projects that will encourage the next generation of enthusiasts and recorders. Steve Prentice has
received several ideas from VCRs, but if you have any further project ideas or would like funding
for something in your county, please contact Steve as soon as possible. The closing date for applications for grants to start this August is 10th April.
The BDS has helped to design a six-species ID chart to be sent out to schools and community
groups as part of the next OPAL survey. 40,000 Water Survey packs, each of which will contain our
ID chart with the BDS logo, will be sent out this spring.

Dragonfly Week 2010 (and 2011)
This year’s Dragonfly Week runs from Saturday 19th June to Sunday 27th June. Please let Mike
Averill know your plans, so that activities are covered by BDS insurance. All events will be placed
on the BDS website Diary page, unless we are otherwise informed.
Advanced notice is hereby given that Dragonfly Week 2011 will probably run from Saturday 11th June to Sunday 19th June.

And finally
This year’s BDS Members’ Day will be held at Harper Adams University College in
Shropshire on Saturday 23rd October. Details of arrangements will be released soon, but why
not put the date in your diary now, so you don’t miss it.
Pam Taylor – BDS President

Local News
Scarce Chaser
Might it be present on a 5th river in Sussex?
You may have noticed elsewhere in the newsletter, that we are running a joint field trip with Kent
dragonfly members in July. Further benefits of this association are already becoming apparent. During a recent telephone conversation with Gill and John Brook, the Kent Recorders, I learned that
there have been two new sightings of Scarce Chaser on the River Eden in late May last year. These
are, I believe, first Kent records of Scarce Chaser for this river .... no more than 6 km north of the
border with Sussex.
Thus, could this species be already present on the River Medway or might it appear there in the
near future? It is not a river that I have visited previously, but most certainly will be in 2010.
John Luck

22nd February 2010
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EYE — D Corner No 6
Identifying Blue Hawkers
The Aeshnidae family are most definitely a challenge to our identification skills, particularly when first
starting to look at dragonflies. In Sussex, we have four resident hawkers - Emperor, Southern, Migrant
and Hairy. This article deals with the males, which are blue to a greater or lesser extent and can be
readily categorised as “Blue Hawkers”. The final section discusses two rare vagrants.
Now there is one intrinsic problem with large dragonflies: whereas damselflies perch, chasers perch,
skimmers perch and darters perch, hawkers do not. Well, not usually. They are big, strong fliers and
enjoy flying around frightening the life out of lesser beings. Similar identification problems exist in bird
-watching: was that large Black bird in the distance a Carrion Crow, Rook or Jackdaw? Or with butterflies: was that white one a Large, Small, Green-veined or even a female Brimstone? If they don’t
land, the difficulties of identification are magnified. Sorting out the differences will thus be dealt with in
2 sections - flying and perching dragonflies.
Resident Species
Flying
To simplify matters, there is one species that is
substantially different to the others: the Emperor flying imperiously with sky blue abdomen, green
thorax and yellow costa, as shown in the photo
(right). Occasionally one can even see the black
dorsal line running the length of the abdomen.
Don’t worry about the downcurved abdomen, because all the hawkers hold their abdomens in a
roughly similar way.
Emperor Dragonfly © David Chelmick

One would think that observing a yellow nose, blue eyes, brown thorax with yellow stripes and dark
abdomen with blue spots would be more than adequate detail to correctly identify one of the remaining three species, but unfortunately not, as all three satisfy this description. Study these features in the
next two photos:

Southern Hawker ©David Chelmick

Migrant Hawker ©David Chelmick
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Continued . . . . . .
They are remarkably similar. The Southern Hawker is larger, but size is only obvious if there is a larger or smaller specimen nearby. You might even be able to home in on the Southern Hawker’s significant antehumeral stripe, but most likely not.
The remaining species is Hairy Dragonfly and in the absence of an in-flight picture, I have rotated a
perched side view through 90 degrees. In theory the thorax is less brown and the stripes yellowishgreen than the other species, but chances are this would be difficult to pick up in flight. In order to
differentiate between the four species we therefore need to look at a number of other factors:
Habitat/Appearance/Behaviour
Ditches, medium sized, singly weaving through reeds at low
height = Hairy
Woodland, large, normally singly, flying low, inquisitive, blue tip
to abdomen = Southern
Edge of woodland, medium sized, in numbers, non-aggressive,
flying at height = Migrant
Main Flight Season:
Early (May/June) = Hairy;
Mid-season (June/August) = Emperor;
Later (July/September) = Southern;
Late (August/October) = Migrant.

Hairy Dragonfly © Allan Brandon

A couple of important factors to note here are:
Numbers - if you see several hawkers flying together, non-aggressively, hawking for insects, the
likely conclusion is Migrant Hawkers, although several Southern Hawkers may occasionally occur together, they will be aggressive;
Time of year – each month will be a helpful indicator as to the dragonfly with Hairy being the earliest
species and Migrant the latest.
Perching
After hours of holding territory, aerial combats and mating, there will come a time when the hawkers
perch, usually vertically on a tree trunk or tall vegetation. You just need to make sure you are around
when they do it. Afternoon is likely to be the best time. Most field guides point out that the Hairy has
a long, thin pterostigma. However, all hawkers have brown pterostigmas and determining whether
long/short or thick/thin would require netting and examination in the hand. This article assumes the
observer is looking at the subject through a good pair of close-focusing binoculars!
Species

Antehumeral Stripes

Segment 2 Markings

Abdomen

Hairy Dragonfly

Medium, long, green

None

Neat, paired, pear-shaped,
blue spots

Emperor

None

None

Black dorsal stripe

Southern Hawker

Broad, long, green

Yellowish-green triangle

Waisted, green paired
spots, blue tip

Migrant Hawker

Short, thin, yellow

Yellow golf tee

Blue paired spots

Study the features outlined in the following table with the photos shown over the page:
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Migrant Hawker

Southern Hawker

Hairy Dragonfly © Allan Brandon

Deciding whether the spots are light blue or dark blue, small or large will likely as not add to your
confusion. Also, the mix of green and blue spots on the Southern Hawker may appear far less obvious when it is perched. Thus, we need to focus on one particular area of these insects, namely the
thorax, Segment 1 (S1) and Segment 2 (S2), as shown below:

Migrant Hawker

Southern Hawker

Hairy Dragonfly

Refer back to the table you will note the differences between the antehumeral stripes and S2 markings of the three species. In addition, look at the colour of S1, immediately beneath the thorax:
Dark Brown = Migrant Hawker; Green = Southern; Black with central pale green spot = Hairy.
S1 will be particularly relevant to assist in identifying a rarity.

Sussex Dragonfly Society Newsletter

Continued . . . . . .
Vagrants
Imagine, you have just seen the dragonflies below and have to write your field notes - yellow nose,
blue eye, brown thorax with yellow stripes and dark abdomen with blue spots. Sounds familiar, doesn’t it? At this point you need to bear in mind the rarity mentioned earlier, the Common Hawker.

Common Hawker ©David Chelmick

Common Hawker © Allan Brandon

This insect is wary and renowned as a tireless flier, so the chances are slim of being able to observe
one perched. The solution, as suggested by David Chelmick, in the previous article on Emeralds, is to
take out your digital camera and try to get an in-flight picture. It may not be as good as the ones
above, but may be sufficient to show the yellow costa or even the thin yellow antehumeral stripes.
It is a mystery as to why this species should be called “Common”, which has been the cause of much
confusion, resulting in misidentification. It is a species of moorland, present in the west and north of
the country. Such habitat is in short supply in our County. The most recently accepted record was 15
years ago at Iping. There has only ever been 1 breeding record in Sussex - on the Hampshire border
at Liphook. Thus, if you are to have any chance of finding this dragonfly, you will need to visit the
heathland areas. Those in the north-west, in the vicinity of Thursley will be the best bet.
The photo below shows a perched male. Note the long, thin, yellow antehumeral stripes, sharply
waisted abdomen (slightly more so than Southern Hawker) and lack of any yellow markings (golf tee
or triangle) on S2. Look more closely at the antehumeral stripes in the magnified view and you will
see that they are pointed at the top with a wider base. S1 is filled with a pale blue bar, as is the lower
portion of S2, these bars being joined by a pale yellow, wavy line. Compare these attributes with our
resident hawkers, described earlier and you should be able to tell the difference:

Common Hawker © Allan Brandon
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Continued . . . . . .
Another rarity to look out for is the Southern Migrant Hawker, a Mediterranean visitor which has
been found in Sussex just once in 2006, as a result of an opportunistic photograph. Its true identity
was only discovered later. It is quite likely that there have been further occurrences, but its similarity
to the Migrant Hawker requires a perched insect to confirm identification. The antehumeral stripes
are short, thin and yellow (see Migrant Hawker), but S2 has a blue triangle, rather than a yellow golf
tee:

Southern Migrant Hawker © Ray Hamblett

So, spring is just around the corner and now is the time to start exploring the countryside in search
of the Blue Hawkers. Hopefully with the help of the tips here in our Eye-D corner, and the careful study of
our four resident hawkers (both in flight and perched) you will be a Blue Hawker expert by the end of the season! (Ed) So when a dragonfly that is a little bit different arrives, you will be ready with your camera.
John Luck 21st February 2010

Black Darter, Ireland © B Rainbow
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Sussex Dragonfly Events
2010
Biodiversity Discovery Day
Host: Railway Land Wildlife Trust
Where: Lewes Railway Land Nature Reserve
When: Saturday 22 May 2010 11:00 to Sunday 22 May 2010 16:00
Description: A big event for families on the Lewes Railway Land Nature Reserve, where there'll be lots of exciting activities going on. The British Dragonfly Society - Sussex Branch will have stand at the event; John Luck will be running a guided dragonfly walk and Dave Chelmick will be looking at dragonfly
exuviae. Come along and join in the fun on this wonderful nature reserve.

Dragonfly Transect Training
Host: Graeme Lyons, County Recorder
Where: Woods Mill Nature Reserve, Horn Lane, Henfield, West Sussex, BN5 9SD
When: Sunday 1 August 2010, 13:00 to 16:00
Description: An event aimed at individuals who would like to learn how to set up a Dragonfly
Transect, using the already-established Dragonfly Transect at the Sussex Wildlife Trust's Woods Mill
Nature Reserve.
FREE event, but donations welcome!

Lewes Railway Lands Nature Reserve © G Southgate
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Sussex Dragonfly
Field Trips 2010
Arun Valley Amble
Leader: Phil Belden
Where: Upper Arun Valley
When: Saturday,12 June 2010, 10:30 a.m.
Description: The Upper Arun Valley has some of
the rarest and most diverse populations of dragonflies and damselflies in Sussex! We are lucky to
have been invited to explore local, private farms
and their riverside habitats to see what treasures
we can find.
FREE event. Parking to be confirmed. Assemble at
entrance to Guildenhurst Farm, just west of the
Club-tailed Dragonfly on River Arun © B Rainbow
A272 Rd bridge across the River Arun. TQ068259

Pippingford Park Perambulation!
Leader: David Chelmick
Where: Ashdown Forest
When: Sunday, 27 June 2010, 10:30 a.m.
Description: A chance to explore some of the more unusual dragonflies of more acid habitats, with
perhaps a glimpse of the Small Red Damsel.
FREE event. Meet in layby outside Pippingford (TQ437302)

National Trust at
Nymans
Leader: John Luck
Where: Nymans National Trust Property
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/main/w-nymansgarden2
When: Sunday,11 July 2010, 10:30 a.m.
Description: A day exploring the dragonfly life
of this classic National Trust property.
FREE event. Meeting place main Nymans Car Park

Male Azure Damselfly © B Rainbow

Bordering on the Kentish!
Leaders: Gill & John Brook from Kent, and John Luck from Sussex
Where: Chalk, Kent, East of Gravesend,
When: Sunday, 17 July 2010, 10:30 a.m.
Parking: On south side of Lower Higham Road, just to west of Castle Lane at TQ678732.
Description: A chance to discover the Scarce Emerald Damselfly on the border marshes.
FREE event.
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Dragonfly Courses 2010
Amberley & Waltham Dragonflies through the Seasons
*NEW COURSE*
Venue
Amberley Village Hall
Grid Ref
TQ 028131
Date
Thursday 20 May
Time
10:00 – 16:00
Tutor
Simon Curson
Cost
Members/concessions £23, Non-members £32
Content Discover more about these two great neighbouring wetland reserves, their wildlife and
what to look for through the seasons. Learn about the importance of these reserves for dragonflies
and how to identify them. Highlights include outdoor sessions around both nature reserves looking
for dragonflies inc. Large Red Damselfly, Scarce Chaser, Four-spotted Chaser and Downy Emerald

An Introduction to Dragons and Damselflies
Venue
Woods Mill, Henfield
Date
Saturday 3 July
Time
10:00 – 16:00
Tutor
Mike Russell
Cost
Members/concessions £23, Non-members £32
Content For beginners or those with some knowledge who would like to find out more about
dragons and damselflies. Learn about basic biology, identification tips and the range of species found
in the UK, particularly in Sussex. Highlights include afternoon session out on the reserve looking
for dragons and damsels and putting identification tips into practice.

Dragonflies of Sussex
Venue
Meet at Amberley Village Hall
Grid Ref
TQ 028131
Date
Sunday 18 July
Time
10:00 – 16:00
Tutor
Simon Curson
Cost
Members/concessions £23, Non-members £32
Content Identify dragonflies and damselflies at two of the best wildlife sites in West Sussex. A follow-on field course from An Introduction to Dragon and Damselflies. Learn about identification of species in the field with plenty of tips and a helpful key. Highlights include looking for Variable Damselfly, Four-spotted Chaser and other commoner species at Amberley Wildbrooks, visiting the River
Arun near Billingshurst for Scarce Chaser, Banded Demoiselle and hopefully White-legged Damselfly

Wild about Wetlands
Venue
Knepp Estate, Shipley, West Sussex
Grid Ref
TQ 154220
Date
Friday 3 September
Time
10:00 – 16:00
Tutor
Fran Southgate and Mike Russell
Cost
Members/concessions £23, Non-members £32
Content A look at the importance of wetlands for wildlife and the work going on to recreate these
wonderful landscapes in Sussex. Learn about rare wetland habitats and species during an indoor session in ‘The Bothy’ on Knepp Estate. Highlights include a tour around Knepp Estate to see some of
the work being done to restore natural processes on the upper reaches of the River Adur.
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Meet the Committee . .
And its newest member: Ben Rainbow
I have been working as an Ecologist for West Sussex County Council since 2006 and prior to this
have worked as a Ranger across East and West Sussex for a number of years. This has been a
great way to explore this diverse County. I currently co-ordinate the Sites of Nature Conservation Importance (SNCI) across West Sussex and West Sussex County Council’s Notable Road
Verge scheme. Professionally, I am lucky enough to be involved in many sites that have local nature conservation interest. Sometimes this interest is, at least in part, of the Order Odonata. I
work with a wide range of individuals, private landowners, estates, nature conservation organisations and local authorities. Something that never fails to amaze me is the passion, drive, and expertise of people within the field of nature conservation, especially within Sussex. The Sussex Group
of the British Dragonfly Society if full of clever vibrant personalities and I look forward to working
with them (being quite new I thought a certain amount of buttering up was in order!).
I pursue my passion for things biological and diverse in my spare time too with a particular interest
for dragonflies, butterflies, birds and flora. I really enjoy exploring Sussex but sometimes venture
further afield, usually in the UK and Europe. I am gradually working my way around Ireland too.
Now I have a basic handle on the variety of species we have here when I travel abroad I am like a
child in a sweet shop, looking at all these colourful new species in wonder. Occasionally, those
that I am with will notice I suddenly disappear and will be subsequently spotted running after a
newly observed species on the wing – for identification purposes of course!
I find dragonflies a particularly charismatic species. One of my fondest
dragonfly moments include seeing a Southern
Hawker flying over a
swarming ants’ nest and
watching it pick off newly
emerged juicy flying ants.
Once it had finished with
each ant, I observed the
discarded wings floating
down through the
sunlight with a pretty iridescence. On closer inspection I saw that, with
such a glut of food, the
dragonfly had merely
eaten the lower abdomen
and the ants were still
alive struggling around on
the ground! I think this
example sums odonata up
well: very beautiful from a
distance but really quite
brutal once you scratch
the surface!
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First and Last
A pair of Migrant Hawkers were seen mating in a pond in Pulborough in November last year.

Migrant Hawker © D Mitchell

New to Recording
Dragonflies?
Here's a few tips to help you get started. A basic dragonfly record has 5 parts to it:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Your name and contact details
The date you made your sighting
The name of the site you were at
An OS Grid Reference for the site (Guide on how to do this to follow very shortly)
What you saw

Other information that can be recorded, and is useful to us, includes the type of habitat, the
weather, the altitude of the site and breeding behaviour. Please send your records to
pennygreen@sussexwt.org.uk or graemelyons@sussexwt.org.uk
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Kids Corner
Handprint Dragons
I’m sure you all remember how lovely it was to get your hands covered in paint when you were a
child. Well now’s the chance to pass that wonderful experience on to your children, nephew and
nieces etc.
What you need:
Paper (for handprints) - one or two colours
Pencil or marker pen to draw round hands
Something to colour with (decorate your dragonflies wings with crayons and pencils, or make colourful
splodge hand prints with paints!)
•
Scissors
•
Glue
•
Cardboard
•
•
•

Instructions:
•
•
•
•
•

Find an adult if you need them to help you draw around your hand
Squeeze the fingers of your hand together and draw around it (like this → )
Draw 12 hand prints in whatever colour paper you have
Color the handprints if you want to — maybe even sprinkle on some glitter!
Cut out all your hand prints (young children ask for help with this step!)

Assemble the wings:
1.
2.

Glue three handprints together (like in the picture above) to make the longest possible wings
Repeat Step 1 so you have 4 wings

Cut out the dragonfly body
1.
2.
3.
4.

Find the dragonfly body template on the next page.
Get an adult to print them out for you in colour or in black and white
Cut all the pieces out
Stick them onto some carboard so they are stronger and cut off any extra bits of paper round
the edges

And finish your dragonfly!
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Glue two of the wings to the top (fat end) of the body shape -- they should slant slightly up
Glue the last two wings just under the first two, slanting slightly down
Glue the circle (head) to the body shape (fat end)
Glue the face and antennas onto the head
Glue the flower in the "hair", on a wing or beside the neck

And there you have your very own dragonfly!
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Here Be Dragons:
Our Spring Quiz on the
Winged Wonders!

Questions — Multiple choice!
The word for dragonfly is what in the following languages:1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)
9)
10)

French German Dutch Polish Irish Gaelic Lithuanian Norwegian Japanese Swedish Lakota Indian -

a) libellile
a) Libelle
a) Echte libellen
a) WaŜka
a) Uisce
a) Laum
a) Øyenstikker
a) Ilombo
a) wollsländer
a) iktomi

b) libellule
b) Teufelsnadel
b) Echtlibella
b) Zevaźka
b) Snáthaid mhór'
b) Beklaum
b) Øyenlikkeh
b) Tonbo
b) biktomër
b) tannicula tusweca

c) limellule
c) Wasserhexe
c) Libellechta
c) Oëdazka
c) Dragan
c) Laum žirgis
c) Øyenstikler
c) Kokombo
c) trollslända
c) pteyahpa

Welcomes, Thank Yous
& Goodbyes
Many thanks to everyone who contributed to this year’s newsletters.

Sussex Dragonfly Society Newsletter

Top Ten Things
You Can Do To Keep
Dragons Flying In Sussex
1.

2.
3.
4.
5.

6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

We have developed our own version of Species Recorder called Odonata Recorder, which
can be downloaded from http://sxbrc.org.uk/odonatarecorder . Report your sightings either
on the SDS recorder, or to the Sussex Biodiversity Records Centre at Woods Mill
Take photos of unusual dragonflies you see
Come on our free training days and guided walks with local experts – more pairs of eyes
mean we know more about what’s happening with our dragonflies
Build a pond in your garden
Become a member of your local group – No charge, just send your contact details to
pennygreen@sussexwt.org.uk or c/o Penny Green, Sussex Wildlife Trust, Woods Mill, Henfield, BN5 9SD, and we’ll keep you up to date with our newsletters.
Adopt a waterbody near you and report back to us on its dragon and damsel fauna
Report the first and last times you see individual species in each year
Use less water! Simple as it sounds if we use less water there is less pressure on our water
resources and therefore on our wetlands that these amazing insects rely on.
Use eco products for washing clothes and washing up — they leave less damaging residues in
our waste water and so help our winged friends by reducing pollution.
Look out for aliens! Not little green men, but plants: Parrots Feather, Australian Swamp
Stonecrop, Floating Pennywort and Water Fern among others. These non-native plants when
released into our wetlands can reproduce rapidly and can smother ponds and ditches etc making it difficult for dragonflies and damselflies to breed and to reproduce.

Odonata Quiz Answers
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)
9)
10)

b
All 3—although the first is the non colloquial name
a
a
b
c
a
b
c
b

If you would like to contribute to the next edition of the
newsletter or would like to participate in any of the events listed,
please get in touch.
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Adopting a Waterbody
It’s easy!
I’m sure that many of you get out and about in the countryside on a regular basis, and that on your
way you spot the odd streak of dragonfly colour zooming across your field of vision. Well, if you
would like to adopt a local pond, reservoir or stream that you visit regularly and tell us what dragonfly life you see there then it couldn't be easier.
Just complete and return the form below to Penny Green, Sussex Dragonfly Society,
c/o Sussex Wildlife Trust, Woods Mill, Henfield, BN5 9SD. All returns will be held in our
local database so that we can provide you with support on identification. If you’re not great at
identifying dragonflies, never fear, you can email or send us your pictures and we’ll get our experts
to identify them for you!

Name
Address

Contact Tel No
E-Mail
Name of Adopted Site
OS Grid reference (where possible)

Banded Demoiselle © B Rainbow
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Contacts
Core Group
County recorder:
Chairman:
Editor:
Sussex BRC:
Website:
Press & Publicity:

Graeme Lyons — graemelyons@sussexwt.org.uk
Phil Belden - Hobhouse, 47 Arundel Street, Brighton BN2 5TH
Fran Southgate - fransouthgate@sussexwt.org.uk
Penny Green - 01273 497521: pennygreen@sussexwt.org.uk
Victoria Hume — victoriahume@sussexwt.org.uk
Ben Rainbow — Ben.Rainbow@westsussex.gov.uk

Other useful Contacts
Wildcall – Free advice on all wildlife issues. 01273 494777
British Dragonfly Society - bdssecretary@dragonflysoc.org.uk
Booth Museum - boothmuseum@brighton-hove.gov.uk. 01273 292777
Pond Conservation Trust — www.pondconservation.org.uk
Sussex Ouse Conservation Society — www.sussex-ouse.org.uk
Sussex Wildlife Trust — www.sussexwt.org.uk
Sussex Otters and Rivers Project — www.sussexotters.org
National Insect Week — www.nationalinsectweek.co.uk
British Dragonfly Society Shop — www.dragonflysoc.org.uk/shop.html

Donations
The Sussex Dragonfly Society is run exclusively with donations and proceeds from the sale of the
Dragonflies of Sussex book. If you would like to make a donation towards dragonfly work and restoring wetlands for dragonflies then please write a cheque made out to British Dragonfly Society
(Sussex Group), and send it to Sussex Otters and Rivers Project, Woods Mill, Henfield, BN5 9SD.
All donations will be reserved exclusively for dragonfly and damselfly habitat enhancement work.

Useful Publications
The Natural England leaflet ‘Dragonflies and Damselflies in your garden’ is available as a pdf file at :www.naturalengland.twoten.com/naturalenglandshop/docs/NE21dragonflies.pdf
Field Guide to the Dragonflies and Damselflies of Great Britain & Ireland. S Brooks & R Lewington.
Guide to the Dragonflies and Damselflies of Britain. Field Studies Council
Dragonflies: New Naturalist. PS Corbet. Collins
How to encourage dragonflies and damselflies on your land — www.sussexotters.org/wildlife/
dragonflies.htm
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The Essential Garden Companion &
Guide
for Countryside Explorations

THE DRAGONFLIES OF SUSSEX

The first ever published book on Sussex Dragonflies.
by Phil Belden,Vic Downer, John Luck, Hew Prendergast & Dave Sadler.
The indispensable guide to these aerobatic, highly colourful and beautiful insects.
With detailed distribution maps and notes on status, habitat and conservation, , etc.
Available from Sussex Wildlife Trust, Woods Mill, Henfield, Sussex BN5 9SD. (01273)
492630, or from good book shops (ISBN 0-9525549-1-7)
£7.95 or £10 including post & packaging, payable to ‘Sussex Wildlife Trust’
Proceeds go to dragonfly and wetland conservation
Generously sponsored by: Environment Agency, English Nature, Southern Water, East Sussex County Council, West Sussex
County Council, Brighton & Hove City Council, Chichester District Council, Horsham District Council, Wakehurst Place, Profile
Security, Temple Environmental Consultants, The Wetland Trust, Gravetye Manor, Harveys Brewery.
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