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The Centre for Indian Classical Dance wins National Lottery 

support for its Poshak Puralekh project   

 

In January 2019, The Centre for the Indian Classical Dance (CICD) has received a 

National Lottery grant of £ 42,900 for an exciting heritage project, called “Poshak 

Puralekh”, in Leicester. Made possible by money raised by National Lottery players, 

the project focuses on the value and artistic identity of the centre’s dance costumes 

archive since it was born in 1981. 

Supported through the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF), the project will enable local 

communities and young people to discover the origins and explore the history of the 

Indian Classical Dance costumes through a series of ten events that will take place 

in different venues and locations of Leicester, with various performances of Indian 

dance, from Kathak to Folk and Bollywood, costumes presentation, handcraft 

activities and workshops.  

The “Poshak Puralekh” team will participate for the Mela 2019 event in Leicester on 

the 18th of August, where we are planning to officially launch our project for the 

public. We will present Bollywood and Bhangra performances and we are waiting 

you at our stand where we can have a chat about the costumes and our upcoming 

events.  

We will deliver three major events at the Leicester Museums as well as at the Curve 

Theatre, Peepul Enterprise, Iskcon and Highcross. Follow us on social media for 

dates and updates on each event.  

The Centre for the Indian Classical Dance is a registered charity promoting Indian 
dance, with particular attention towards the classical forms for nearly 40 years in 
Leicester. The Centre managed to form and develop many young generations of 
dancers throughout the years, as well as deliver a good amount of different projects, 
working with the local communities, institutions and stakeholders. In this journey, 
with all the activities and performances prepared, a beautiful archive of about 300 
costumes has taken shape, most of them handmade from beautiful intricate Indian 
silk material with amazing stories of how they were made, why and whom used to 
wear them.  
With this project we aim at a better knowledge of the big heritage that CICD has to 
offer to the Leicester citizens in terms of archival material, whether it’s through  



               
 
 
costumes, dance pieces, music, photos and videos as well as getting the local 
communities more involved in keeping the Indian Classical Dance alive among the 
young generations and inspire them to follow their dreams. 
  

 “I would like to support this project and its development as CICD has played a 
key role in the development of South Asian dance in Leicester and nationally. 
Being an alumni student and someone who has been affiliated with the 
organisation for over 25 years I would want future generations to benefit from 
the facilities and recourses the organisation has to offer.” – Aakash Odedra 

 

About  the Centre for Indian Classical Dance 

The Centre for Indian Classical Dance (CICD) was established in Leicester in 1981 

and was awarded charitable status in 1997. Founded by Nilima Devi with a view to 

promoting knowledge, understanding and appreciation for Indian dance and culture, 

the Centre provides a six year Diploma Course in Kathak. Hundreds of students 

have come to learn dance over the years, and a few very dedicated ones, eight in 

total so far, have gone the full distance to complete the Diploma.  

 

Apart from consistent teaching at the Centre, much outreach work has been done in 

schools, colleges and community centres, and with various groups and 

organisations, to raise awareness and interest in Indian dance forms. As a result, 

there are now numerous different dance classes in Leicester and Leicestershire 

every week, taught by several dance tutors.   

About the Heritage Lottery Fund 

Thanks to National Lottery players, we invest money to help people across the UK 

explore, enjoy and protect the heritage they care about - from the archaeology under 

our feet to the historic parks and buildings we love, from precious memories and 

collections to rare wildlife. www.hlf.org.uk. Follow us on Twitter, Facebook and 

Instagram and use #NationalLottery and #HLFsupported. 

 

For further information, images and interviews please contact Nilima Devi at CICD 

on ndevikathak@gmail.com  
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