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Without Mary there is no Jesus. This is true in biological terms obviously –  she was his 
mother; but also true spiritually; because God chose Mary to be the bearer  and the nurturer 
of the Saviour.  
 
St Anselm, Archbishop of Canterbury around 1100, reflected about how Mary's role as the 
mother of the incarnation of God restores all creation - "sky, stars, earth, rivers, day and night 
and all things that are meant to serve us and be for our good" - the whole of nature rejoices to 
see God choosing to partner with them - though the biological process of conception and birth 
- in order to restore his creation. He wrote:  
"God himself, who made all things, remade himself from Mary. In this way he remade all that 
he had made. He who was able to make all things out of nothing, when they had been 
defaced would not remake them without Mary's help". 
 
So we can certainly go further and also say:  without Mary there is no world to come – there is 
no kingdom of God.  
 
Today’s gospel reading is an almost unbearably poignant scene. The mother of Jesus and the 
beloved disciple of Jesus are standing near the Cross. Here is that worst nightmare of a 
mother – to watch her son die; and moreover, cruelly executed though innocent. We saw 
mothers on our television screens last week enduring the pain of loss like Mary knew, as two 
young soldiers, and also a policeman, were murdered in Northern Ireland.  
 
Mothers know that they must let their children go their own way when they grow up. 
As Khalil Gibran wrote on children in his well-known book The Prophet: 
 
“Your children are not your children. 
They are the sons and daughters of Life's longing for itself. 
They come through you but not from you, 
And though they are with you yet they belong not to you… 
You are the bows from which your children 
as living arrows are sent forth.” 
 

Mothers’ Day in America historically grew out of the experience of the separation – with risk of 
ultimate loss – that the Civil War brought about between sons and their mothers. 
 
As Jesus fulfilled his destiny in life the mother who had carried him into life now carried the 
burden of his resultant death too.  
 
But for Jesus, as John’s Gospel faithfully bears witness, this was not the end, but rather the 
beginning. It’s at the end of this story – after the shattering of all hope – that the true hope of 
the world begins. Minutes before he dies Jesus sees his mother standing nearby, together 
with the beloved disciple, and said to his mother “Woman here is your son” and to the beloved 
disciple “Here is your mother”.  And the gospel recounts that indeed the disciple did act upon 
this and took Mary into his own home.  
 
Very little if anything is included in St John’s Gospel for no good reason. This is an incident 
full of meaning. Firstly at the human level alone, here is the wonderful empathy and care 
Jesus has for his mother and his close friend   – ensuring that his mother does not become a 
woman who has no son to care for her, and that in caring for his mother his friend need not 



lose the close tie of friendship despite Jesus’ death. It is a deeply moving and considerate 
gesture for a dying man in the throes of his agony to have made.  
But there are deeper meanings in this incident;  because John’s gospel is written that we –its 
readers – might come to believe that Jesus is the Son of God and that we may have life in his 
name.  
 
The mother of Jesus and the beloved disciple may stand for the new community of the church 
which Jesus has created by his death. The community of the church  and each one of us as 
its members  baptised into Christ – become as the mother of Jesus – we bring to birth the life 
of God on earth – and without us there is no new world – no world to come – no renewing of 
the earth – God will not do it without us, cannot do it without us; and we feel grief too, as Mary 
did for her son,  for those who suffer.  We become also as the beloved disciple – close and 
attentive to the teaching and work of Jesus  - also bearing witness to his message so that 
others may believe. The church is a community then which brings new life and new hope into 
the world because of our relationship to Jesus; and each one of us potentially is a mother of 
Christ and each one of is a beloved disciple, in so far as we live in Christ. As God chose Mary 
to be the mother and nurturer of the Saviour so God has chosen us too. 
 
Where does this leave the common understanding of Mothers’ Day? – a day to re-connect 
with our actual mother  - to show her that we love her if we are able, or to honour her 
memory? If Jesus showed care for his actual mother then how can those who belong to his 
family do otherwise? We have a day for it not because we forget our mother every other day 
but to encourage us  to care about her all the time. But we don’t only do what Jesus did; we 
learn the meaning of what he did. And Jesus’ meaning in caring for his mother  as John bears 
witness to in his gospel was to show to us that even greater hope we have for an abundant 
life; when we shall all be as life-giving mothers and caring sons and daughters to one another 
and to the earth in the world God wants for us. 
 
The Rev’d Canon David Hodgson. 
 
  
 
 


